
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

June 14, 2016 

 

The Honorable Dr. William Cassidy, MD The Honorable Martin T. Heinrich  

Chairman     Ranking Member 

Subcommittee on National Parks  Subcommittee on National Parks 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

United States Senate    United States Senate 

Dirksen Senate Office Building, SD-304  Dirksen Senate Office Building, SD-304 

Washington, DC 20510-6150   Washington, DC 20510-6150 

 

Dear Senators Cassidy and Heinrich: 

 

The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) would like to express its support 

for the U.S. Civil Rights Network Act (S. 2309). Established by the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, the ACHP is the independent federal agency charged with 

advising the President and Congress on matters relating to historic preservation. 

 

The National Park Service testified in favor of S. 2309 at your March 17 hearing on the 

bill, and the ACHP would like to echo that strong support. The struggle to end legal 

racial discrimination and segregation had a profound influence on the course of 

American history and continues to shape our society today. The physical places 

associated with the people and events of the African American civil rights movement 

help us both to understand and to celebrate what took place. There are sites throughout 

the country associated with the African American civil rights struggle, some of which are 

being preserved and interpreted, and some of which are threatened either directly by 

development or through neglect. The network envisioned in S. 2309 would provide vital 

federal leadership, guidance, and assistance to promote preservation of these sites and 

their appreciation by the public. 

 

Please feel free to contact us if the ACHP can be of any assistance during further 

consideration of S. 2309. Our Executive Director, John Fowler, may be reached at (202) 

517-0200. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA 

Chairman 

 

 
 


